THo ROAD T0 SUNLIGHT BASIN

as of the year 1907-08
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When the first vhite men climbed up over dald Ridgo from the East,
their tired sszdadle horses and pack animals paused at the toé of a high paas,
They were thon on the top cf Dead Indian I{i11l. Hero they were able to sec
below them from this lofty hcight, a great vista of valley, most secluded

by the lofty range of mountains that surrounded it. This valley was later

kN

known as Buulislit Basin, and the {pper Clarks Fork of the Yellovstone River

made a Jecpfmnsverse vailey gnl cagyou to the Zest of th: scene which these

hardy adveaturer$ looked upou.

Aa Ancieny Game Traii
Here at the top of Dead Tnuian Hill was a nmuch-traveleu fem: trail, iér tho

wild 1ife at each season tyaversed this trail fiom the plaiuis ond 'foot‘vuills to
the high mouatains, now tho Ycllowstone Katicnal Peri. [ater pacK traius fol-
lowed this olu game trail 8s it wes the ouly precticable accessible pass into
this besutiful valley. Inuisus on nigratory hudtidg wrly. or on wer psarties with
thoir vallages boru oy travois add pack aquimals made more distinct freshening of
this ancient trnil; snd ebout the sumnor of 1876, the first hardy prospector
: —i _

bound for Cooke City, & recently discovared mininp comg located oy Sode Buite
Croex Jjiist bc,\_'ohd the head of the Clnrks ifork, cut dowst s tree as o dra.g ond
fastensd it to the sxlo of f;heir two vheel cart by a chaifl. He put ou snother
chain to his lowo;- side wagon whoeel 23S 3 rough lock. This chain made fast to the
cart aod no doubt offerod e preyer for a safo decent. later ot;hfz;- tvo vhecl carts
followed this, Then as the t;'ail coyld be more casily followed due to the trce
drag havinz mede 8 rude rogdeay, wagons of four whzels safely nmegotiated this
dangerous adceunt., Oftan nideu by anubblsng ropas fsstencd from the uppur siue of ;

the waqop to comvenient treée§, Kot alwoy. was the Jecent safely made form2ay
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wrecks weres sure to occur, Some W3z0us wers turwed ovor, some broken, horses
| :

injured 2.d soretimes the prospector or tropper or huater or settler, as the
case might be, suffered injury aund loss. his did not discourage, howover, a

cousiderable influx of hardy mining men into Cooks vity anl the Sualight Country.

Steop Jirades - Many Kocks

Lacilnz exact figures oa the al¢itude of the top of Lead Inuiaa Fill -- 1

would estimate it to be 8700 feet ani the bottom of the grade at Lead Indian ‘

vreelk os YEus feet —- the wvistance from top to bottom was frow cue aua one holf
to ono and three quarter miles -- the differonce in altitude baing 3500 feet in

slightly less thnn two miles. These gradaes or pitches hau a 305 pitch. The top

grade kKnovn 8s The Berry drade and the "thite 2itch" or Beever Slide ucar the

bottom of the hill were two of the steepest grades, but there were other very

rocky ang ont Very narrow srade, the latter close to the bottom of the hill.

About half w2y doxn the hill, the road left the timber znd came to a smnll coulle

[

and thouzh the up-grade out of this coulle wss butl slisht, yot it was suffiociently

steep to cause the rough lociks tO be removed aud the drag tree dropped. Then.

" 4§ the traveler wes a £0Ou mountoihn teamstor, he on gaining the &uw of the coull

immediately and carefully readjusted his rough locks, unhitched four horses Lo

T drnag his tree again to the wazon -- 2w took & caraful look to sce that the

chaia woulu not slip — for he hod yei the Several steep pitches Lo aegotiato

ani the deaver 8lius was still before him. At iha fooi of the hill near the crack

wore slvsys a great pile of big Bull Pise trees vach well woru from the two mile

hoppud in each tree butt — or lower end

drag over sharp rosiks -—- 2 doep rimg wWa&s C

about (%0 feet from the end — thls circle cut vwes choppeu deep s0 that the areg

chain vas not £0 mach exposed to wearing agaiust rocis —- also tn lessen the

Al eEnteevidetengtegt oot Spatgeenennsogd

chance of the chain slipping off the diag tree.
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Averare Loads and Lime XHecuirou

Seldowm did & wagon 3o over the mountain after Decomber lat. Most 21l
supplies were hauled in in the early £all -- buying by ranchinen and by prospoctors
was 8 oacoe-a-year performsuca, hovever. iauy an old-timer found himself sitting
up 2all night ou top of the mountain keepinz a fire goinz to preveat a load of
potatoes or vegetables or canned goods from freezinz, Most of the earlicr buying

~—

of-supplies was dowe in Red Lodge, -iontesa3z.. -It was 8 four-day return trip with

& lozd. It was ofton longer if bad weather was encountered. From Cody, ByOmihg”ﬁfé
to the Basin was a.long three day trip in aud two days out —- and louger foo it
conditions vwere not favorable. A good six-horsc team in the hends of an cxp-rienced
freighter could, uader favorable conditions, brinz in from 360U to 4000 pouuds net
load. Mo bridges existoa —- all creeks or rivers had to be forded (except bridge
at Cody). PFreezing end thawing weather in the fsll and winter made a greater
hnzard. It was a8 very hard day's work for » six-homse teac to taze aan empty

3% iach wagénwup Lead indian igjéoihg out empty for suppiics gud oftesn 2 complete

day wes roequired to go from lead Ilndisn Creek to the head of Paint Creek to camp

for the nizht. All equipmeut was of the best. HMost wazons wero double-tired cu-

rear wvheels oixi had a fifth wheel - or an iroan circle vnder the froat axle from

which rough locxk chains were fastened. The less experienced tcamster thought he
would tako off all teams except hi§ vhezel teogm for ﬁe théu;ht four or sii horseS too
tiany to drive down the hill or down Balu fluge in zoixns to town. rhe cxpzrieuncea
freizghter would elways keep on his Qix horses -~ or four, es the cass Mmiht b2 --
for the lead teamfwould #o able to help hanule the wagme tongue while the wheol
team were settirs back all thoy could to checx the wagzon —- the lecdars also zept
the tougue from excessive jorking 3s big roqks woro eancountsred. Throe 2ad n half

cents 2 pound ras tho low rate for freight in the swwwr anmd fall.
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Borry Grade beretofore in usc. In 1312 the Forost Servicc let a contract to

oy
RFirst Work Started on Road
L i
In the spring of 1909 -- vwork wa., started as-3 means of which the white

1

Pitch and the narrow shoulder mesr the bottoz were eliminsted. £ach of the
settlers donated vhat was to be.the equivaleant of ¢1lO0.00 in labor — oome

furni shed teams. Some of the men at tho mines furnishea sowe labor. Tthe

Porest Jervice surveyeu the new grade 2ad a rorest Kanger coutributed his

service§ all durizg the time ths rosd wes being graded. The Cody Trading Co.}&;iégi
ani the Newtoa Co. both of Cody, Wyomias each doneted gluo.uo in supplies.

No county assistauce was givea on this initial piece of road. About throe-

fourthess of 8 mile of road ﬁas a result of this first effort.

QOther {toad lmprovemonts

in 1911, tho Forest tervice let a contrect to Saaford naples of Crandall
Croex for tbalconstructionti approzimately one-fourth mile of road which startea
from the very tbp of Dead lndian Hill aud switched-bzcked uutil it reached the

so-called Hocky Pitch. This piece of construction eliwinated the dangerous

H. 3. Uarvin of Sunlight for the coastruction of 2 grade from tho ead of the
Zaples Road drosszing the old road at Rocky Pitch snd folloring o grade of not

to excecd 1244 to teruinste al the boslaniag or top of the first road as con-

structed by the local pcople cof Sualight and the Forsst Lervice, vhich is horoto-

fore meatioasd, This last megtioned grade 23 built by R. &. Morviu vas Aapproi-

imatoly onc and ouc holf wmilos in leasth.

Rond Completed dowu DEf D IMLIAL HILL

This road, though a uorros single track wngoo road, wa3 2 decided improve-
ment over tho old drazerous roed. All b2d gredss had bzaa eliminatod and freizht

wagoas could come dozu the mountaisn vith brakes ouly oad no drag of a large trece '

¥as any lonjyer nscessary. Somutives eni-only if sade or ice were ecucouanterad,
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vas a rough lock required. HNo loager did any but a few tourists travel to
Cooke iity, but at this time 1310- to 13, the V%Winema dininz & Milling vCo.
vere active and developed their property snd a considerable toanage of
freight vas reguired. So the uew road vas a great advantags for heavy

freightinz, even though at the time no v.ork had been aoae on the so-callea

#pimbar Cabin Boad" from the hoad of Blain Creek up 3ala Ridge and to the t%ﬂv

A s Papa st -~ N4

of Deay Xndizm H11l. Great creult is due Telative.to tho cfforty made to
construct the Dead lndian Hill I;oad/ to H, w. Thurston, theu Supervisor of

of the Shoshonz Forest ami to J. . Schwoob of Cody, %wyominz as both these men
hed the interests of Sunlight Basin aud the Crandall Creex intexs3vs at heart,
likowise the resideats of Sunlight Basin performed most difficult vork in the
-beginning of road improvewents. The scars of roads on 3ald Ridge can be sceon
at a grecat distance 8c onc l0OXs westvard from the lower country. ihere vwero
four distinct scars of old roads or tagon_traila. One farthest north on the
Ridge w83 known.3s the "Sheep Creex Road", the the "Natural Corrals Bond"; then
_.the *"0ld Cooke City Rosd" - and farthest south on the ltidge was the “Timber
cabin Hoad" - the latter wa3 most in use in later days, when the travel went
almost enfirely to Codyy wyoming. It will be knowu too that obtaining loga £0r . ia
builuinz purposes, corral poles end tence posts, ceused o considerable of the
heavy deep scars or ruts thet wore useu by the settlers on _t.he rast side of the
range to build homes and fence lauds with timb;ars thu_s obtained, 1t was not
until the Dead lndinn Hill Road was partly improved that new settlers camo to

Sunliszht to take up honesteads, for -prior to roéu improvement, only the few

original sottlers lived in the sunlizht Basia vountry. M,_L_ A7 e

77/107, /f--/‘/ ¢35 - Vg S,%Mf:/t/ﬁ—wj,
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Actual list of residents
Dwolling in Sunlight Valley 1807

From foot of Dead Indien Iiill then up the Valley of Sunlight Creek.

Sam Thompson

Uncle Billio
Campbell

Adolrhus
Nlgan

John Re.
Painter

Ella Tighe

williard
Ruscher

& . -Ranger

* Cabins

- - — —

8iras Davis

Bert Martin
Doc Thitney

N
by

" A widow of Jack Tighe.

Cabin and garden patch in canyon of Dead Indian two-thirds mile bolow
old road crossines of creck. 3om an old-tim from the Roscbud and
Livinrston Countrye. 7 made \ __gd.;’:;\, A ?%fq*@é& s 5 i 1

i
Cabin ond a few acres of cultivation just after crossinr Elk Creek,
cabin 100 yards South., ¥. V. Cempbell, tnele 3illie, a fine old-type
of mountain man., © wa 3,.@\9 4 - N\eave Feny :-“G_t

Ranch and cattlo, nise buildines, corral, good cettle at mouth of
Neam Culch. Wife gnd danghter Penrl (theon about nine years ol age. .

10 SEeTCUS. « 8 timer... /Q: - 0. :

F'-.,eo ):cl,:,'ss #&m ﬁ? f jdlg ’Sng acl< pi%?gnﬁpal ;?},,{‘iy j??qﬁbc;a:\iigg L \4 ORNER
Ranch, cattle and horses, Tirst paw-nill in valley, facily origin-
Took long ditech from mouth of litile Sun=-

ally from rhiledelptiao.
1irht. Homestuead well-cultivated. First and only piano in the valley.

1ininr and prosperous. Best equippod stock ranch in riles. Wife.
Daughiers: Mary Iainter Las homecstosd north of faintor...homestead up
Painter Culch. lNarguerite Fainter, & daughter and splendid roung '
women, looked nfter cattle and other interests. William, a scon, vorked
about the ranch, Herwman Pedd employad on Ranche. .

‘

Rench woll under cultivation, 5066 few cattls,
nice log cabins at a point north of trall Creck yalley. Boarded travele:
and some mining men.. Homcatead of about 160 acres, north of vank of

Sunlirht Croeke.

T'omestead on South side of Sunlight Creelt. Cattle ond horscs, some

mineral claimas.

U. S. Forost Ranger, Jessie Nelgon, wife and daughter, Dorothy. Je Fe

Rollinson, -Assistent-Ranger. Ranger cebins on South Bank of Creek just
sbout a mile to east of Mouth of Houf Guleh. ,

Homeotond Rench just bclow mouth of Little senlight. All fenced :ﬁp
mostly cultizated to hay. Oririnal buildings built by Frank Chatfield
{n 1880, Wife, Kittiie Davis, 8 widow of Frank Chatfield, both same
fror Cooke City, Montana. Originally fron tho Galatine. i

These two men hed o nice cabin on 3 sulphur clain, on the north side ef
Sunlight Creck ebout six miles above the south of Little Sunlight.
Twey engaged in mining, claims in Sulphur.znd on some upper stireaws.
BSoth tandy men, gpod minors -ond mountain _men. .
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Ous L3 Fond Hnd 8 homestead on Sunlirht Creek just above CGravel Bar, The cresk
crossed the homestead three timces us per the roads La Fond was a

niner with claims on Copper Creek and was itincrant.

Ed Boughten Ranch opposite the Si Davis Ranch and adjoining tho Ranszer Station to

Mart Boughten the Vest., Good cabins of logs, sore catile and horses, land good end
cultivated, DIbrticed posts and rail fence. IMouth of Hauf Gulch. Wife
and daughtor Jcssic. Ed Boughten, the father, hed a small cabin with
limestone fire-place west of the main house. Ed Boughten was perhaps
the oldest trader in Wyomins territory and his son, Martin, perhaps the
oldest -white boy born in-the territory. The elder Boughten was a trade
and freighter at Fort Laramie in the early Sixties. This ranch was
originally the Cherlie Hoff Ranch,

Iee City This- group.of _log cabins knovn as.Lee City was located close to the
- mouth of Copper Creek. James Ostorn, enghged in prospecting was the
F&{&Q founder. He was an old confederate veteran. ith him that year were
Julius Eling, a Swede, and & Scott named McClung, another Scott, Dan

F}Z«iltéL——éLLm;,Fer&UBen and ono or two othcr somewhat itinerant miners whose nares
I cannot non rcmember. Newton and Hargraves owned mines in the Copper

Y (\f\lNLS Creek diatrict. John Painter, Ded Houghes and John {eavcr {Red Lodge)
owned and worked min¢s and had a good cabin on Galina Creek. These
mines had proved good but were thon idle.

In The All houses, barngs and bulldings ef logs, very well built. The A. T,
Fntire Beam house ané J. R. Painter house were built of logs sguared in the
Settlerent newx saw-r:ill end wore later sheathed with ship lap outalde and matched

"pine ceiling inside, hoth with shirgled roofs. All other log cabins
were comfortable end well built, &ll hoving dirt roofs. Most all
fences were pole fence or lezy fence--mighty well built, very little
wire fence in use. Every one took pride in kesp up their placcs and
all were in splendid order.

e

e ik el S These pleces above mentioned, and people mentioned were the only =
actual residents of Sunlight Valley in 1207-1808. There wecre
this year, 1908, approximately 750 cattle und 180 horses grazing
in Sunlight Basin. Thec winter ranne was poode. About 180 hemd of
cattle and 100 head of horses wecre prazing in the Crandall Creek

Clarks ForK District.

3-3-34-
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Dun and
Dillworth

Joe Lewis

Dutech Charlie
(Ce Ae Bowden)

Ed Van Dyke

Bill
Grenough

F¥ike Ward

1907 Crandall Creo" Tirector had the following
an? +Clarks Tork above the river trail.

Had a homseatead (each) on a tableland above the Clarks Fork Canyon,
on the north side just above the mouth of Russell Creck. Thay had
Cattle nnd some horses, both were Red Lodge men and scarsely ever
came into the Sunlirht or Crandall Country due to naturel barriers of
the Canyon.

find a homsestead on Clarks Fork on the river bottom north £ida.

A good cabin and some few cattle. A very steep trail led from the
DPillworth bonch down to the river. This was just opposite ( nearly )
the mouth of cemp Creck. All wegons, and farm machinery taken there -
as to the Dun & Dillworth place by pack animals in ‘sections. :

Had a csquatters claim on the north side of Glarks Fork about two ﬁiles"'
from the ol¢ ford at the (above) mouth of Crandsall Creck. Ie was.a
hunter and trapper. Had a fcw ponies, small cabin and corral.

Tas next up the River and just across the Clarks Fork ford from the
mouth of Crandall Creek. Van Dyke was a hunter, had a fow Lorses
and a cabin, Put up a little hay, claimed it & homesteed., [iad been

~

merried to Sant. Heples Sinter., Two children, girls, one named 3

Mt up anme hay in small timothy meedows on Ghost Creek north side
of Clarks Fork on Bear Tooth Trail about tvo miles up Chost Creek
from Van Dykes, onc roca catin and corrals. !Nad scme cattle and a
bunch of horaea. A goo? mountain Men. Tool gome hunting parties out.

‘Located there were Mrs. Dol Decker and her three daughters, iary, Clive

and (I forpret the younzer oné). All beforec listed usually made all out-
side contect with Red Lodge. : t

A former Conko Gi:{ Mincr. llad & one roam_cnbin on uddy £reck north
side of -Clarkas Forlk.- Mike commuted his needs—with Cooke City. - -

All the above listed lived on t':ie North sideo of the Upper Clarks Fork.

In Crandall Creek were Martin Ranmel and his brother (part tims) They
had a nice lor~ house on Lodre Fole Creek about three-fourths-mile be-
fore iodre role empiien into Jrandall Crec. ©Oood natural meadows, — —
rood corrals, somc horscs. L'artin did scrms rinlng work and alllqd

nis intercats to the Cooke City end. Arncy (laer, his bruther spent
part time there. This was a natural storping place for many (though

fen) trvelers.

Rungef station was situated in one of lartin Ranmel's cabins
about onc-fourt mile west or down stroam from lartin's home,
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Dan ThacXker

A

s

John Tabor

'm, Caples

‘ - John Gilbert

Jack iiag-
doni:al

j 5’11.11-8m1th
_ (Alkald Jim;
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-2- (Urendall ¢rook Virectory)

Frank Sparhawk v.as tho first permonent ran;er stationed thers.
Davc Flenmin: and Robert Morton were most alvays to be found
about Martin Raamol's Ranch. i

Operated a minins clsim closo to the junction of Lodge Yole and
Crandall Creek. John Tabor thnt winter assisted him, .

Had bduilt a splendid nev log house, barn and corrsls on the west
side of Crandall Creek sbout s quarter of a mile below Lodze Pole.

Ana his son, tanford Cmples, lived with lirs, Cnples on the west bank
of Crondall Creek just north of the mouth of the Horth Fork of
Crandall Creek. They had irrijsated meadows, & nice ranoh, good hous¢
barns, cor:aslc, some few cattle and quite a few horaes., Sant. took
cut huating portincs rnd did some mininz, ha was a good mountain man.
Just at the S i. end of the llomasterd is the yrave of John Cra3ziri—
who ns a prospector in the late seventies was #illod with his prospec
inz pardner by Hez rferc. lndinns, a minsrs pick dtiven through both

" saulls,

From here up Claris Fork is sbout sixteen miles befors you com to
the noxt perminent homcstead or ranch.

Lived here ot the mouth of 0ld Man Creok in a nice ranch house with
irrisated mendows with his wife ond two sons, John and Clyde. They
had some cattle and harses, oand sol. buttor anu mili to Cooks City.
They did somo huntini, minin: anu freishtin; from Jardaner to Cooks.

FNext we comc to Jacx Macionizal's lianch nt. the mouth of Pilot Creek
and on the South side of the Cloriks Fork, a beautiful sotting,
nataornl meadows and lofty peaks all about. Jack had -some good
cattlse. _le was then an old man but quite sufficiont unto himscif,
Coo%o City was his port of trade. ST

.

Last of all up this river wes Jim Smith | Alkali Jim) Just two miles

‘west of Jack ¥acionigal and on the samo siue of the river. Jim vas

an old time mountain man, & good freighter and a good stockman., Had
good cattle, g00a horses and good buildings. He put up loks of haye.

Some ke heuled =xnd sold nt LooXe City. Jim xas _shot and xilled on

“the iilbert L~mch =bout 1315.

Up stroam gud up the rosd from tho Smith isnch, no further settlemen
oocurred until you reach Cooze City, Xontans. The old Charcoal

Camp snd the line stump sra the only distinot lond marzs. Thé smith
Ranch vwes nbout 16 miles from Cooke City end close to the ilontana
line end just South of vrazy #Fori of the {larks ror« of the Yellowat

- 3-C(-3#
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